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The Influence of Sufism on the Life of Bediuz-
zaman Said Nursi

ADNAN YUSUFOGLU & AVIN YUSUFOGLU

Gelig Tarihi: 11.04.2025 | Kabul Tarihi: 25.10.2025

Abstract: Sufism became a method and path for many scholars, es-
pecially those who viewed it as a path to refinement. Schools of
thought oscillated between rigidity and strictness, and many paths
lost their religious spirituality. Text and its connotations became a
source of debate among people in general and scholars in particular.
It was necessary, therefore, to adopt a method that would alleviate
the burden of strictness and rigidity among people and scholars,
combining the spirituality of religion with the rationality of text and
truth. This came at a time when the ideas of intellectual and political
movements such as Eastern and Western materialistic communism,
wars, and intellectual and military hegemony were emerging. Peo-
ple were divided in their beliefs and thoughts, and people viewed
the strongest as the rightful. The West had advanced intellectually
and militarily during that period. Said Nursi stood up to these move-
ments opposing Islam and Muslims with his enlightened thought
and scholarly arguments, which were based on the strength of the
text and reason. He challenged the arguments of his opponents with
the mentality of a sage and the humility of a Sufi who sought the
truth, not to subjugate opponents, but to guide them to truth and
reason. He devoted his knowledge to preaching and guidance. His
books were filled with advice and recommendations for his students
and brothers. He called for the refinement of the soul and spirit, pu-

rifying them from the shackles of materialism and worldliness.

Keywords: Sufism, Said Nursi, views, manifestations, influence.
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